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My d ear Dr. Wat son : - - 

Your letter of the Ist inst.eame duly to fcand and has fcad 
careful consideration. I fcad hoped tfc.at the resources of the herbariuTff- 
were sufficient to afford you a salary of at least $3000,for I think 
you have worked loi\ enou; h for a pittance. If YOUR salaty does not 
exceed $2000 it \/ould oe out of the question for me to ask or expect 
more; yet I do not see how I can live on tfcat sum in Cambridce. I 
tfcank you for your information on t he subject of housefc.old expenses. 
Couplinc t v at v/ith wfc.at I know of the prices of provisions and v/ith 
the uata tfcat ry friend Deane gives me I fcave eoncluded that it is not 


practica.'le for ~e to c;et alonc in C.with less than $2500. It is ev- 
dent tfc.at the herbariur.. cannot afford to pay tfc.is. The question tfc.en 
arises as to whether you v/ould Cc*re to pay for part of my tine. 

Tfc.e President and tfc.e Recents of tfc.e University of Wisconsin ex- 
press themselves as very unwilling to let me ro away. Rather than ‘let 
me break av/ay entirely they say they will be willing to £ive me leave 
of absence for the third term This would enable me to spend fve 
and a half nontfc.s at Cambridpe and six and a half here. In addition ib 
to the tine actually spent in Canbridpe I should bc able to devote my 
leisure during the first t\/o terms to v/ork in the lines you fc.ave namod 
so tfcat it would appear as the product of the money expended by the 





o 


herbarium. The University .irs v/il ] pay rae pro rata.^Sfcsino' the prosefic 
saiary and the 38 v/eeks of teachino' required as a .asis ,thi3 v/ill a- 
racunt to about $1500. I should think it fair for the heroariura to 
pay ne at lcast $1000 "'or the tirac actually spont at Canbridye and 
the product of ray leisure uhile here. { 

It is raarifest that this can only oe a teraporary arranoenc-nt,out 
it raay serve weil for a year or two. I am "rthodox enouyi: to beiieve 
that no nan can serve tv/o raasters, ^ut I h6pe that tho interests of the 
tv/o I propose to serve arc not so antagonistic as to prevent them both 
getting fairiy good service for a tinie. Perhaps within t"/o or three 
years raatters will si.ape thcraselves so that I can cor.e to Carabridge 
perraanently. It raay be possille,in case the ; erbariura does not secure 
an increased incorae (a cousum.iation devoutly to be wished) ,tlvat sorae 
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instructionaI\\ work in the botanical laboratories raay be provided, 
whici.,while interfering littlewith the investigative worl: ,v;ill yet 
.iring sufficicnt incorae to enable ne to livc coififortably in Carabridge. 

I think you can easily see that I want very rauch to accept the 
position you have tendered ue,and that I a:a offering this corarroraise 
solely on account of ray fcuuily. If it is accepted perhaps the tiue tx 
that I spend in C.vvill show rac how I can re t along there on $2000. I 
think you raay be sure that thc financial difficulties are not due to 
cupidity. 

I hope you will not fail to cone to Indianapolis. I should like 
to discuss this natter further .vith you. If .:o can cov; to any agree- 
raent we could also discuss the revision of the text-book you spoke of. 












